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In this report, we follow our January recap with a discussion of our Top 10 List of things for gold investors to watch in 2020.

Gold Climbs 4.7% in January…after Gaining 18.31% in 2019

In January, gold bullion rallied 4.74% or $72/oz to close at $1,589, reaching its highest level since early 2013. It is also at the 
critical resistance level before a breakout above the $1,600 level. Gold equities (SGDM)1 declined about 0.83% lagging gold 
bullion’s performance, most likely as the December performance was so strong. With yields probably heading lower until the 
coronavirus panic ceases, gold remains well supported by lower yields and a flight to safety.

Month of January 2020

Indicator 1/31/2020 12/31/2019 Change % Change Analysis

Gold Bullion  $1,589  $1,517  $71.89  4.74% Highest close since 2013

Silver Bullion  $18.04  $17.85  $0.19  1.07% Regaining $18 level

Gold Equities (SGDM)1  $24.94  $25.15  ($0.21)  (0.83)%
Still building a bullish 
consolidation

Gold Equities (GDX)2  $28.99  $29.28  ($0.29)  (0.99)% same as above

DXY US Dollar Index3  97.39  96.39  1.00  (1.04)%
DXY Intermediate topping 
process

U.S. Treasury 10 YR Yield  1.51%  1.92%  (0.41)%  (21.42)% Back to low end of range

German Bund 10 YR Yield  (0.43)%  (0.19)%  (0.25)%  134.6% Recovery over, breaking lower

U.S. Treasury 10 YR Real Yield  (0.14)%  0.13%  (0.27)%  (206.33)% New low

Total Negative Debt ($Trillion)  $13.91  $11.24  $2.67  23.76% Bottomed and heading higher

CFTC Gold Non-Comm Net 
Position4 and ETFs (Millions 
of Oz)

 118.14  113.65  4.50  3.96%
New all-time high, buying 
reaccelerating

January Ushers in China’s Coronavirus

January started with a jolting geopolitical event (a U.S. missile strike against Iran) and ended with fear of a possible global 
pandemic. Gold spiked to an overnight high of $1,611 on January 8 but traded lower in the $1,550 to $1,560 range a few 
days later as the market priced in that no further military escalation was likely. Into the last week of January, news of the 
scale and severity of China’s coronavirus outbreak emerged, and gold began to rally as yields started their trek back to near 
all-time lows. Yields were already struggling to rise to confirm the reflation trade before the virus outbreak. But with fears of 
the coronavirus spreading, yields have broken lower and have likely removed the reflation narrative for the next few months. 
Since the epicenter of the coronavirus outbreak is in China, and China has been one of the primary drivers of global growth, 
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these fears are well placed. However, the speed of the drop in yields would suggest convexity flows (i.e., buying bonds to 
readjust their risk exposure to yields) are back again, similar to the action we saw in August 2019. Bond yields could drop 
further despite the already quick drop. The U.S. 2-10 year Treasury yield curve is reflecting this as it continues to flatten. 
Inflation breakevens are also rolling over, and 10-year TIPS (Treasury Inflation Protected Securities) yields closed negative 
at (0.14)%, a new low this cycle. (TIPS are designed to offer investors a way to insulate a bond against inflation; “inflation 
breakevens” are the level of inflation the TIPS market is pricing in over the life of the bond.)

2019 Recap

2019 was one of the best years for gold in recent history. Gold bullion rose from $1,282 to close at $1,517, increasing 
$235/oz, or 18.31%, while gold equities returned 43.49%.1 Silver bullion closed at $17.85, an increase of $2.35 or 15.23% 
(Figure 1). As 2019 concluded, we ended up experiencing one of the sharpest declines in interest rates (measured by year-
over-year percentage change; Figure 2), one of the largest number of central bank rate cuts outside of the 2008 financial 
crisis, and the expansion of the U.S. Federal Reserve (“Fed”) balance sheet at a monthly rate surpassing even QE3 (the Fed’s 
third round of quantitative easing, which began in 2012). All without being even close to a recession or any signs of financial 
stress. This dramatic turnaround in outlook for interest rates and rate structures propelled gold bullion to break out of its 
multi-year base pattern.

Figure 1. Gold/Silver Bullion and Gold Equities Soar in 2019 Figure 2. U.S. Yields Plummet and Real Yields Near 0% in 2019

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 12/31/2019. Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 12/31/2019.

2020 Top 10 Watch List

Our 2020 Top 10 Watch List is informed by the events of 2018 and 2019. We are in the very late-cycle phase of the longest 
economic expansion in U.S. history. Debt has exploded and with it, the deficit. Growth has peaked, and central banks are 
stimulating at levels usually associated with recessions and financial crises. Generally, as an economic cycle grows and 
matures, debt levels are brought down as government revenues expand relative to spending. Not this time, and not by a 
long shot.

The view we see in the long term is that nominal interest rates are likely to remain in a prolonged period of low yields. Real 
interest rates are likely to be zero to negative as a way of monetizing debt and keeping interest payments manageable. If a 
recession were to start, or a financial crisis was to emerge, the ability of governments and central banks to cushion these 
events are limited, given that interest rates are already at record lows and debt is at record highs. The next crisis will likely 
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occur when debt servicing obligations become stressed. The path of least resistance to address this will be to bring real 
interest rates further into very negative levels. And extreme negative real interest rates erode the value of almost 
all assets except one: gold.

The top 10 things for gold investors to watch in 2020: 

 #1. Gold Bullion Breaking Above $1,600
 #2. Gold Stocks Should Continue to Rally with Gold Bullion
 #3. U.S. Dollar Weakness
 #4. U.S. 10-Year Real Yields
 #5. Mean Reversion in Volatility
 #6. The Cost of Credit Default Insurance
 #7. Nominal Yields Rangebound at the Lower End
 #8. Global Liquidity
 #9. Gold Equity to Gold Bullion Ratio
 #10. Heightened Geopolitical Risk and a Pandemic

#1. Gold Bullion Breaking Above $1,600

We highlighted this chart in our December commentary, but the importance of surpassing the last significant chart resistance 
level is critical. Once exceeded, the $1,600 to $1,800 trading range opens up, and after that, if macro conditions continue as 
we expect, new highs are likely within a few years. 

Figure 3. Gold Bullion Reaches Last Major Resistance Level

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.

#2. Gold Stocks Should Continue to Rally with Gold Bullion

We highlighted this in December as well. Breaking through GDX’s $31.32 highs of August 2016 is likely to put in place a very 
bullish multi-year base pattern and will target the next significant resistance at $39.50. We have discussed before how, as 
the price of gold bullion rises, gold companies’ earnings rise even more. Also, we emphasized several broad market valuation 
metrics; gold companies compare quite favorably to the general equity market. When the general equity market is at peak 
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earnings power, gold mining companies are just starting their upcycle. One undeniable factor remains investor sentiment. 
After several years in a bear market and only now emerging into the bullish phase, gold equity sentiment is improving. 
A multi-year base bullish breakout will help lift sentiment.

Figure 4. Gold Equities Approach Major Resistance Level
A successful breakout will put in place a multi-year bullish base pattern.

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.

#3. U.S. Dollar Weakness

We are seeing signs of an intermediate peak in the U.S. dollar (“$USD”), as we highlighted in December. We see $USD 
weakness as the next driver for higher gold prices. Historically, the correlation of gold to a weaker $USD is very significant. 
Gold as a store of value will increase as the base denominated currency weakens.

Figure 5. The U.S. Dollar Poised to Head Lower?
The DXY appears to have completed its Wave B and is setting up for the Wave C lower to the lower channel range of 90. Note the negative divergence 
on MACD and RSI rolling over.*

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.
* Moving Average Convergence Divergence (“MACD”) is a trend-following momentum indicator that shows the relationship between two moving averages of a 
security’s price. Relative Strength Index (“RSI”) is a technical indicator used to measure the current and historical strength or weakness of a security.
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#4. U.S. 10-Year Real Yields

Since the September 2019 peak in gold, real interest rates as measured by the 10-year TIPS yield, traded flat while nominal 
yields, breakevens and 5Y/5Y inflations swaps staged at least some measure of a rebound. The 10-year TIPS yield is already 
close to rolling over into deeper negative territory. The Fed has previously stated that even if inflation were to surpass its 2% 
inflation target, it would keep rates low, the definition of a negative real yield policy. During the next stress event or crisis, we 
expect the 10-year TIPS yield to plunge. 

Figure 6. Real Interest Rates and Gold Bullion

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.

#5. Mean Reversion in Volatility

At the beginning of 2019, volatility was very high, and since then it has compressed to record low levels, mainly due to central 
bank easings and liquidity injections. There has been a clear and stunning decoupling of the economic outlook and market 
volatility. Whether you are looking at currency, bond or equity volatility measures, they have collapsed in unison. One example 
that stands out is the significant short position in VIX5 futures. CFTC VIX Futures have recently posted a record short position. 
It appears a considerable counter-position to this short is a long VIX future two months or more out. In other words, there is a 
large long VIX +two months position, short one month position trade, which has set up a feedback loop as the VIX decreases, 
the S&P 500 Index6 goes up. When the mean reversion arrives, the unwinding of this trade will impact the broad equity market.

Figure 7. VIX Index and VIX CFTC Net Positioning

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.
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#6. The Cost of Credit Default Insurance

Credit default swap (“CDS”) spreads have fallen to their lowest level since the 2008 financial crisis, and reveals yet another 
disconnect that we see in the markets. The cost to insure a default is too low, given that we are at the late-cycle phase of 
the longest U.S. economic expansion in history with record debt and deficit levels, a slowing economy, heighten policy and 
political risk. Figure 8 shows an average of several prime brokers’ CDS spreads. Prime broker CDS spreads are likely the most 
sensitive financial measure to the risk of credit default.

Figure 8. Prime Broker CDS Spreads at a New Post-2008 Lows

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.

#7. Nominal Yields Rangebound at the Lower End

Using the U.S. Treasury 10-year as a reference, we see nominal yields mostly rangebound at the lower end with risk to the 
downside far outweighing the risk to the upside. We highlighted in our December commentary some of the arguments for 
this. If this proves correct, it will provide significant base support for gold bullion. 

Figure 9. U.S. 10-Year Yields
We saw a similar setup the last time the Fed began an interest rate cut cycle. Growth has slowed as we enter the late cycle. Going forward, we see an 
asymmetrical path for interest rates, as the hurdle rate for the Fed to raise interest rates is likely impossibly high relative to decreasing rates.

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.
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#8. Global Liquidity

The incredible expansion of the Fed’s balance sheet in the last few months of 2019 was and continues to be the main driver 
for the unrelenting equity market advance. The balance sheet was expanded via short-term Treasury bills to address reserve 
bank imbalances. Since the end of August, the monthly average balance sheet growth has been $101 billion, well surpassing 
the $85 billion per month rate of QE3.

This expansion in liquidity has been responsible for all the stock market advance since the summer. The trailing 12-month 
S&P 500 earnings rolled over in August. Since then, the S&P 500 has diverged from earnings and is trading almost lockstep 
with liquidity (measured here with a proxy for Global Money Supply). Without earnings support, the market is more vulnerable 
to any factor or event that would cause a multiple contraction.

Figure 10. S&P 500 Overlayed with Global Money Supply ($USD Billions), and S&P 500 12-Mo. Trailing Earnings
Since August, the entire advance in the S&P 500 has been by P/E (price-earnings) expansion.

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.

#9. Gold Equity to Gold Bullion Ratio

This ratio broke out of its multi-year downtrend last year and continues to base build in a bullish manner. When this ratio 
breaks out past this previous significant resistance level, it will mark a decisive turn in investor sentiment. We have discussed 
the improving valuation metrics of gold equities in prior commentaries.

Figure 11. GDM Index to Gold Bullion Ratio
This ratio has broken out of a 12-year bearish down channel. As gold bullion advances and bullish price support firms, we see gold mining equities 
eventually outperforming bullion given their operating and financial leverage.

Source: Bloomberg. Data as of 2/03/2020.

7/9

Sprott Monthly Report 
February 4, 2020



#10. Heightened Geopolitical Risk and a Pandemic

It is difficult to monitor and foresee the risks of geopolitical events, as they tend to be short-lived and spike volatility before 
fading. Still, there is always the risk that events spiral out of control — the same with a viral outbreak. The market data 
which we have listed above will reflect the impact of geopolitical uncertainty and viral epidemics. The consequences of a 
geopolitical risk event or a pandemic spiraling out of control will be dire, especially when we consider the current background. 
Stock markets are at record peaks with very high valuation multiples and high expectations. Global economies are slowing 
in the very late stages of a very long prolonged economic cycle. There are record debt and deficits, and central banks already 
pushing the limits of monetary policy.

All this bodes well for gold bullion and gold equities in 2020. 
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About Sprott
Sprott is a global alternative asset manager with a defining focus on precious metals and real assets investments. Through our subsidiaries 
in Canada, the U.S. and Asia, Sprott is dedicated to providing investors with world-class investment strategies that include exchange-listed 
products, active equity strategies and highly-specialized real asset investments. Our deep sector expertise creates investment and financing 
solutions unparalleled in the industry. For more information, please visit sprott.com
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1  Sprott Gold Miners Exchange Traded Fund (NYSE Arca: SGDM) seeks investment results that correspond (before fees and expenses) generally to the performance of its 
underlying index, the Solactive Gold Miners Custom Factors Index (Index Ticker: SOLGMCFT). The Index aims to track the performance of larger-sized gold companies 
whose stocks are listed on Canadian and major U.S. exchanges.

2  VanEck Vectors® Gold Miners ETF (GDX®) seeks to replicate as closely as possible, before fees and expenses, the price and yield performance of the NYSE Arca Gold 
Miners Index (GDMNTR), which is intended to track the overall performance of companies involved in the gold mining industry.

3  The U.S. Dollar Index (USDX, DXY, DX) is an index (or measure) of the value of the United States dollar relative to a basket of foreign currencies, often referred to as 
a basket of U.S. trade partners’ currencies.

4  Commodity Futures Trading Commission’s (CFTC) Gold Non-Commercial Net Positions weekly report reflects the difference between the total volume of long and 
short gold positions existing in the market and opened by non-commercial (speculative) traders. The report only includes U.S. futures markets (Chicago and New York 
Exchanges). The indicator is a net volume of long gold positions in the United States.

5  The Volatility Index, or VIX, is a real-time market index that represents the market’s expectation of 30-day forward-looking volatility. Derived from the price inputs of 
the S&P 500 index options, it provides a measure of market risk and investors’ sentiments.

6  The S&P 500 or Standard & Poor’s 500 Index is a market-capitalization-weighted index of the 500 largest U.S. publicly traded companies.

This presentation is intended solely for the use of Sprott Asset Management USA, Inc. for use with investors and interested parties. Investments, commentary 
and statements are unique and may not be reflective of investments and commentary in other strategies managed by Sprott Asset Management USA, 
Inc., Sprott Asset Management LP, Sprott Inc., or any other Sprott entity or affiliate. Opinions expressed in this presentation are those of the presenter 
and may vary widely from opinions of other Sprott affiliated Portfolio Managers or investment professionals.

Sprott Asset Management LP is the investment manager to the Sprott Physical Bullion Trusts (the “Trusts”). Important information about the Trusts, 
including the investment objectives and strategies, purchase options, applicable management fees, and expenses, is contained in the prospectus. Please 
read the document carefully before investing. Investment funds are not guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be 
repeated. This communication does not constitute an offer to sell or solicitation to purchase securities of the Trusts. 

The risks associated with investing in a Trust depend on the securities and assets in which the Trust invests, based upon the Trust’s particular objectives. 
There is no assurance that any Trust will achieve its investment objective, and its net asset value, yield and investment return will fluctuate from time 
to time with market conditions. There is no guarantee that the full amount of your original investment in a Trust will be returned to you. The Trusts are 
not insured by the Canada Deposit Insurance Corporation or any other government deposit insurer. Please read a Trust’s prospectus before investing.

The information contained herein does not constitute an offer or solicitation to anyone in the United States or in any other jurisdiction in which such 
an offer or solicitation is not authorized or to any person to whom it is unlawful to make such an offer or solicitation. Prospective investors who are 
not resident in Canada or the United States should contact their financial advisor to determine whether securities of the Funds may be lawfully sold in 
their jurisdiction.

The information provided is general in nature and is provided with the understanding that it may not be relied upon as, nor considered to be, the 
rendering or tax, legal, accounting or professional advice. Readers should consult with their own accountants and/or lawyers for advice on the specific 
circumstances before taking any action.

This article may not be reproduced in any form, or referred to in any other publication, without acknowledgement that it was produced 
by Sprott Asset Management LP and a reference to www.sprott.com. The opinions, estimates and projections (“information”) contained within 
this report are solely those of Sprott Asset Management LP (“SAM LP”) and are subject to change without notice. SAM LP makes every effort to ensure 
that the information has been derived from sources believed to be reliable and accurate. However, SAM LP assumes no responsibility for any losses or 
damages, whether direct or indirect, which arise out of the use of this information. SAM LP is not under any obligation to update or keep current the 
information contained herein. The information should not be regarded by recipients as a substitute for the exercise of their own judgment. Please contact 
your own personal advisor on your particular circumstances. Views expressed regarding a particular company, security, industry or market sector should 
not be considered an indication of trading intent of any investment funds managed by Sprott Asset Management LP. These views are not to be considered 
as investment advice nor should they be considered a recommendation to buy or sell. SAM LP and/or its affiliates may collectively beneficially own/control 
1% or more of any class of the equity securities of the issuers mentioned in this report. SAM LP and/or its affiliates may hold short position in any class of 
the equity securities of the issuers mentioned in this report. During the preceding 12 months, SAM LP and/or its affiliates may have received remuneration 
other than normal course investment advisory or trade execution services from the issuers mentioned in this report.
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